CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner of Patents, P.O. 
Box 1450 Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on _ 



ressed to: lommissione 




Kvong Shin 




PATENT 

Attorney Docket No. 29914.70L410 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



re Application 
Inventor(s): Mark A. REILEY 
Application No.: 10/658,651 
Filed: September 9 5 2003 
Title: Facet arthroplasty devices and methods 



PATENT APPLICATION 



Art Unit: 3738 



Examiner: David J. Isabella 



Confirmation No.: 1980 



Commissioner of Patents 
P.O.Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. S1.97 



Sir: 

Applicants hereby submit an Information Disclosure Statement along with attached form(s) 
PTO/SB/08. A copy of each listed publication is being submitted herewith, along with a concise 
explanation of information in a foreign language, if any, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1 .97-1 .98. 

Applicants respectfully request that the listed information be considered by the Examiner and 
be made of record in the above-identified application. Applicants further request that the Examiner 
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of the information provided herewith, and/or to prove that this information may not be prior art, 
and/or to prove that this information may not be enabling for the teachings purportedly offered. 

This statement is not intended to represent that a search has been made or that the 
information cited in the statement is, or is considered to be, prior art or material to patentability as 
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£3 This statement qualifies under 37 C.F.R. §1.97, subsection (b) because: ( 

I I (1) It is being filed within 3 months of the application filing date and is other than 
a continued prosecution application under § 1 .53(d) 
-OR-- 

I I (2) It is being filed within 3 months of entry of a national stage . 

£3 (3) It is being filed before the mail date of the first Office Action on the merits 
_ - 0R " 

U (4) It is being filed before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of a 
request for continued examination under § 1.114. 

Lj 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c). If this statement is being filed after the latest of: (1) three months beyond 
the filing date of a national application; (2) three months beyond the date of entry of the 
national stage as set forth in §1.491 in an international application; or (3) the mailing date of 
a first Office action on the merits, but before the mailing date of the earlier of a final office 
action under § 1 . 1 1 3 or a notice of allowance under §1.311, then: 

□ a certification as specified in § 1 .97(e) is provided below; or 

[I] a fee of $180.00 as set forth in §1.17(p) is authorized below, enclosed, or included 
with the payment of other papers filed together with this statement. 

|_J 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(d). If this statement is being filed after the mailing date of the earlier of a 
final office action under § 1 . 1 1 3 or a notice of allowance under §1.31 1, but before payment of 
the issue fee, then: 

A. a certification as specified in § 1 .97(e) is completed below; and 

B. a fee of $180.00 as set forth in §1.17(p) is authorized below, enclosed, or included 
with the payment of other papers filed together with this statement. 

I I Copies of each of the references listed on the attached Form PTO/SB/08 are enclosed 
herewith. 

Copies of references listed on the attached Form PTO/SB/08 are enclosed herewith EXCEPT 
THAT: 

I I In view of the voluminous nature of references, and the likelihood that these 
references are available to the Examiner in the file history of the parent application 
(Serial No. ), copies are not enclosed herewith. 

I I If any of the foregoing publications are not available to the Examiner, 
Applicant will endeavor to supply copies at the Examiner's request. 

£3 Copies of only foreign patent documents and non-patent literature are enclosed in 
accordance with 37 CFR 1.98 (a)(2). (The U.S. patents and each U.S. patent 
application publication listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 are not enclosed.) 
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[ J There are no listed references which are not in the English language. 



1X1 The relevance of those listed references which are not in the English language is as follows: 
Japan Patent Publication 10179622 A2 was published in Japanese and PCT applications WO 
95/05783 Al ? WO 98/48717 Al and WO 99/23963 Al were published in French. The 
English language abstracts and the drawings of each are sufficient to convey the scope of 
their disclosure. 

Should the Examiner believe that a complete translation of any of the Japanese or French 
PCT publications is necessary to understand their disclosure, Applicants will endeavor to 
provide such translation at the Examiner's request. 

I | Attached are copies of search report(s) from corresponding patent application(s), submitted 
in accordance with MPEP 609 D in support of the attached certification under 37 CFR 
1.97(e)(1). 

|~| Attached are the following non-published pending patent applications which may be deemed 
relevant. 

IXI Fee Authorization. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge the above-referenced 
fees of $0.00 and charge any additional fees or credit any overpayment associated with this 
communication to Deposit Account No. 23-2415 (Docket No.299 14.70 1.410V 

Respectfully submitted, 

WILSON SONSINI GOODRICH & ROSATI 

Dated: "6 /<?/<? 

650 Page Mill Road 
Palo Alto, CA 94304-1050 
(650)493-9300 
Customer No. 021971 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST .3). 4 For Japanese 
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amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
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USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 90 1 .04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST .3). 4 For Japanese 
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Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9 199. (1-800-7 86-9 199) and select option 2. 
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Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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GOH, JC et al., "Influence of PLIF cage size on lumbar spine stability", Spine, (January 
2000), 25( 1 ) Medline abstract (one page). 








HEAD, WC, "Wagner surface replacement arthroplasty of the hip. Analysis of fourteen 
failures in forty-one hips", J Bone Joint Surg. Am., (March 1981) 63(3), Medline 
abstract (one page). 








KHOO, LT et al., "A biomechanical analysis of the effects of lumbar fusion on the 
adjacent vertebral motion segment", Proceedings of the 2000 Annual Meeting of the 
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KOTANI, Y. et al., "The effects of spinal fixation and destabilization on the 
biomechanical and histologic properties of spinal ligaments. An in vivo study.", Spine, 
(March 15, 1998) 23(6), Medline abstract (2 pages). 








LEMAIRE, JP et al., "Intervertebral disc prosthesis: results and prospects for the year 
2000", Clinical Orthopaedics and Related Research, No. 337, pp. 64-76. 








NAGATA, H. et al., "The effects of immobilization of long segments of the spine on 
the adjacent and distal facet force and lumbrosacral motion", Spine, (December 1993), 
18(16):2471-2479,(9pages). 








NIBU, K. et al., "Multidirectional stabilizing potential of BAK interbody spinal fusion 
system for anterior surgery [see comments]", J Spinal Discord, (August 1997), 10(4), 
Medline abstract (one page). 








TSANTRIZOS, A. et al., "Segmental stability and compressive strength of posterior 
lumbar interbody fusion implants", Spine, (August 1, 2000) 25(15), Medline abstract 
(one page). 
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* EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO 
to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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